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PROGRAM NOTE

In 2003, browsing the shelves of poetry at one of my faverite book stores, I came across a volume
of ancient Egyptian love poems, translated into English by John L. Foster. 1 took the book off the
shelf and opened it. As it happens, though not nearly as often as I wish it would, the poems
hterauy sang off the page. Some were sensual, gomne were quite funny, all of them were as relevant
to today as they were to 1300 BC when they were created. [ knew that [ wanted to work with these
poems as much and as often as I could. An epportunity presented itself in a commission from
Lotte Lehmann Foundation, for which I set I love you through the daytimes. Ever since then I've
been hungry to make a grouping of them. Pharaoh Songs, for bass/baritone and piano, sets five
more of the poems. | created a loose, fantasized narrative which exists solely in the mind of the
lover: Desire, fantasy, tension, frustration, reunion and fulfillment are projected on the object of
the lover’s desire.

My thanks to Mark Bilyeu and Clara Osowski for giving me the opportunity to create Pharach
Songs, and to Alan Dunbar for his willingness to travel back in time {(way back) to inhabit the
poems and become love-lorn in ancient Egypt.

~Libby Larsen
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Allrights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.
Copying or reproducing this publication in whole or in part by
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